- RSOk " casada juventude equacao
DE SOLIDARIEDADE X te comércio justo - fair trade




Iintroduction

The aim of the following report is to draw the attention
of the town authorities to the accessibility of the town
and present the place from a different perspective. As
Amarante is a frequent tourist destination, implementing
improvements in a matter of accessibility can have a sig-
nificant impact to popularity and a general image of the
place. Also, making architectural changes will have an
influence on the Amarante residents’ lives. The solutions
suggested in the following document are based on the
experience and observations of the author as a person
using a wheelchair on a daily basis. To avoid mistakes,
the implementation of any changes should be consulted
with a specialist in the area of accessibility or universal
design.
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KINGA'S CONCLUSION

Despite the difficult terrain Amarante hides a great potential
to be wheelchair-friendly. Many steps have already been taken
to achieve the goal, but there are still some changes and imp-
rovements to be made. Some of these will require more effort,
some much less, but the rebuilding done once will last for years.
The document includes solutions, suggestions and observations
that can be helpful both in a process of elimination of architectural
barriers in places build years ago and in the case of planning to
build new public objects or properties. Providing people with di-
sabilities with greater comfort of movement within the area of the
town certainly influences their safety and independence. It will also
have an impact on their comfort of life, social integration and their
involvement in the development and promotion of the town. Many
of the suggested solutions will also make life easier for the elderly
and parents raising kids.



During these six months, we realized how small improvements could
mean a lot to a person with reduced mobility. During our work, we
did some research to inspire us on models of accessible cities and
with great surprise, we realized that at the time of the pandemic,
many cities have invested in creating accessible cities. The policy-
makers have used the time and started to notice that part of the po-
pulation is rarely included in the planning of public works. The po-
licymakers have begun to take a closer look at the obstacles and
creating solutions. We are talking about the Access City Award:
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-1963927&lg=EN
The Access City Award is a part of The European disability strategy
2010-2020 (https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catld=1484&langld=en)
that aims to promote a barrier-free Europe and empower people with
disabilities so that they can enjoy their rights and fully participate in
society and economy. At a time when Amarante is investing in new
infrastructures and services, we believe it is appropriate to issue a
challenge to the municipality of Amarante: are you ready to redesign
a more accessible city? Portugal is not on the list of Access City Award
yet...do you want to be the first?




